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Clam Shell Adzes 
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Erromango Axe 16.5 cm long x 9 cm wide x 3 cm thick. Weight 779 

g. Collected by Darvall Wilkins who served as the British District 

Agent on Tanna, Santo and Malekula in the 1950ôs. Darvall told me 

that this axe was from Erromango. 

 

Solomon Island Adze 6.5 cm long x 4 cm wide x 2 cm thick. Weight 

86 g. Collected in the Solomon Islands in the 1960ôs. 
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Neville Goodman Cylindro-Conical Stones 
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Cylcon A1 

38 cm long by 8 cm across (at thickest point). Weight 2.87 kg. Fine grain white stone. Incised 

around tip. Concave base. Found at Lake Stewart Station near Milparinka and Tibooburra 

N.S.W 1959. 
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Cylcon A3 

20 cm long by 10 across (at thickest point). Weight 1.74 kg. Fine grained white stone. Incised 

with two longitudinal lines and twelve perpendicular incisions. Concave base. Found at 

Whyjonta Station near White Cliffs N.S.W in 1959. 
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Dick Reilly Club Heads 
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Six clubheads or discs excavated at Kerevat - Gazelle District in East 

New Britain Province by Richard ñDickò Reilly c.1950. See the small 

nephrite clubhead also excavated by Dick Reilly in this collection. 

 

40) Measures 8 cm long x 8 cm wide x 2.5 cm thick. Weight 258 g. 

41) Measures 7.5 cm long x 7 cm wide x 2 cm thick. Weight 135 g. 

42) Measures 8 cm long x 6.5 cm wide x 2 cm thick. Weight 145 g. 

43) Measures 13 cm long x 9.5 cm wide x 3.5 cm thick. Weight 579g. 

44) Measures 6.5 cm long x 5 cm wide x 1.5 cm thick. Weight 53 g. 

45) Measures 6 cm long x 4 cm wide x 1.5 cm thick. Weight 53 g. 

 

Some of these stone discs are probably club heads but the smaller 

ones (44 & 45) may have other functions i.e. magic stones. 
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Edward Tull New Britain Mortar and Pestles 

 

 
 

This beautiful stone mortar and two pestles were collected by Edward Tull in New Britain, 

New Guinea in the 1950ôs.  

The mortar is 19 cm high and about 26 cm in diameter. It weighs 18 kg. 

The larger pestle marked ñ11100ò (Tullôs number) measures 20 cm long by 15 cm wide. It 

weighs 4.85 kg. 

The smaller pestle marked ñ11440ò (Tullôs number) measures 16 cm long by 11 cm wide. It 

weighs 2 kg. 

This group of objects has a very simple but pleasing aesthetic. The age of the mortar and 

pestles is unknown, but they clearly have some age. The surfaces are worn smooth from 

handling and the mortar has been rubbed with red ochre.  

Edward Tull, an Australian expatriate who was a plantation manager in New Britain made a 

large collection of pieces from New Ireland & New Britain - much of which is in the 

University of Queensland Anthropology Museum. See Anthony Meyerôs book ñOceanic Artò 

p376-379 for other artefacts collected by Tull.   
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Edward Tull & Collection. New Britain c.1960 
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Stone pestle in situ; New Britain, Jacquinot Bay Image source: Felix Speiser; 1930 
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Jimmy Harris Kiwai Axes 

 

 

 

Five large ceremonial stone axes from the Fly River/Kiwai district. 

Purchased from Jimmy Harris of Gladstone in 1998.  Jimmy Harris is a retired 

railway fireman and amateur historian who has a small private museum in 

Gladstone QLD.  

Jimmy obtained the axes from the local family of a Patrol Officer. 

 

From left to right: 

1) Measures 28 x 10 cm. Weight 1.99 kg.  

2) Measures 34 x 9.5 cm. Weight 2.40 kg.  

3) Measures 34 x 13.5 cm. Weight 4.75 kg.  

4) Measures 28 x 10 cm. Weight 1.90 kg.  

5) Measures 24.5 x 7 cm. Weight 0.97 kg.  
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